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Speak Up For Kids
Advocacy Briefing

Speak Up for Kids

Agenda:

oUnderstand the Legislative Process

oUpdate on Key State and Federal Issues

oAdvice for Advocates

oQ & A

Why Advocate for Kids?

Challenging Environment for Pediatric Care

Ensuring Adequate Access to Care

Proposed Reductions in Medical Education for Pediatricians

Federal Block Grants for Medicaid

Medication Access

Federal Deficit Spending 

Understanding the Legislative Process 

Opinions on the Legislative Process

“There are two things you don’t 

want to see being made– sausage 

and legislation.”

-Otto Von Bismarck        

Why So Complicated and Slow?

“In the legislature, promptitude of decision is oftener an 

evil than a benefit.  The differences of opinion, and the 

jarring of parties in that department of government, 

though they may sometimes obstruct salutary plans, 

yet often promote deliberation and circumspection, and 

serve to check excesses in the majority.”

Alexander Hamilton, Federalist Number 70



5/13/2013

2

Active Federal Issues

• Sequestration Cuts: Effective March 1, 2013
• Office of Management and Budget to initiate spending cuts 

totaling $1.2 trillion over 9 years

• Reach the Debt Ceiling: May 19, 2013
• Once reached the federal government will no longer have 

authority to borrow funds to cover existing obligations.

• Expiration of Appropriations: September 30, 2013
• Congress must appropriate additional funds for the continued 

operation of the federal government.

Active State Issues

• APN/ PA Admitting Authority, HB 139
– Sponsored by Rep. Anne Gonzales (R-Westerville)

• TeleHealth, HB 123
– Championed by Reps. Lynn Wachtmann

(R-Napolean) & Anne Gonzales (R-Westerville)

• State Operating Budget, HB 59
– Tax Reform

– Education Funding Reform

– Medicaid Expansion and Modernization

– Hospital Payment Reform

– Infant Mortality Program Funding
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State Budget Timeline

• February 4th Governor Announces Budget

• February 12th HB 59 Introduced in House of 

Representatives

• Mid- April Anticipated House Floor Vote

• Late-March Anticipated Senate Vote

• June 30 SFY14-15 Budget Must be Finalized

Advice for Advocates

1. Keep it simple

Talk about the issue and its direct impact on 

your health care facility.

2. Know your audience

Thanks to the internet it is easier than ever to 

know your audience.  

Advice for Advocates

3. Use anecdotes

Tell stories about real people in your area who 

have been or may be affected by legislative 

decisions.

4. Bring props

This could be a recent hospital financial 

statement or something representing a 

community benefit program.

Advice for Advocates

5. Stay on message

Use your limited time with legislators wisely to 

get your message across.

6. Speak from the heart

One of your best weapons is your passion as a 

health care provider.

Advice for Advocates

7. Make the ask

Make sure the lawmaker knows exactly what 

you are asking of them.

8. Follow up

Be sure to ask what has been done with your 

request for action.
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Contact Information

Charlie Solley, Director of Government Relations

csolley@chmca.org or 330-543-0371

mailto:csolley@chmca.org

